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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An information prjbcessing apparatus for use 
in a network system provided with plural information 
processing apparatus to which connected is a shared 
device so functioning as /to be usable from other 
apparatus through the network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

management means f6r managing the information of 

a shared device presentj in said network system; 

10 reception means fcpr receiving the information of 

a shared device connected to another information 

processing apparatus; 

^ transmission mearfis for transmitting the 

information of a shared device connected to the own 
w / 

15 apparatus to apparatus on said network system; and 

renewal means fjbr renewing the information of the 

shared device in said management means, based on the 

information received by said reception means. 

20 2 . An information processing apparatus according 

to claim 1, wherein said reception means includes 
first reception control means for designating a group 
satisfying a predetermined condition and receiving the 
information of ttfie shared device included in said 
25 group. 

3. An information processing apparatus according 
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to claim 1, wherein said reception means includes 
second reception control means for detecting log-on of 
another information processing apparatus to said 
network system and receiving the information of the 
5 shared device of said aqother information processing 
apparatus. 

4. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said reception means is adapted, 

10 at the log-on to said network system, to automatically 
receive the information of the shared device present 
in said network system. 

5. An information processing apparatus according 
15 to claim 1, wherein said transmission means is 

adapted, in response /to the detection of a change in 
the status of a shared device connected to the own 
apparatus, to transmit information on the status after 
said change. 

20 

6. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said transmission means is 
adapted, at the log-on to said network system, to 
automatically transmit the information of the shared 

25 device connected ifo the own apparatus. 



An information processing apparatus according 
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"to claim 1, wherein saip renewal means is adapted, in 
response to the detect i/on of log-off of another 
information processing (apparatus from said network 
system, to invalidate fche information of the shared 
device of said another] information processing 
apparatus in said management means . 

8 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said transmission means is 
adapted, in informing the information of the shared 



device connected to 



:he own apparatus to another 



information processing apparatus, to selectively 
execute a first mettfod for transmission to a 
predetermined management apparatus on said network 
system or a second method for transmission to another 
information processing apparatus through said network 
system. 

9. An information processing method for use in a 
network system provided with plural information 
processing apparatus to which connected is a shared 
device so functioning as to be usable from other 
apparatus through /the network, the method comprising: 

a management! step of managing the information of 
a shared device present in said network system by 
management means ;| 

a reception / step of receiving the information of 
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a shared device connected "to another information 
processing apparatus 

a transmission step of transmitting the 
information of a shafred device connected to the own 
apparatus to apparatjus on said network system; and 

a renewal step of renewing the information of the 
shared device in saild management means, based on the 
information received by said reception step. 



10 10. Ah information processing method according 

to claim 9, wherein said reception means includes a 
first reception conjtrol step of designating a group 
satisfying a predetermined condition and receiving the 
information of the | shared device included in said 

15 group. 

11. An inf ozonation processing method according 
to claim 9, wherein said reception step includes a 
second reception control step of detecting log-on of 
20 another information processing apparatus to said 

network system aild receiving the information of the 
shared device of/ said another information processing 
apparatus . 



25 



12. An information processing method according 
to claim 9, wherein said reception step is adapted, at 
the log-on to said network system, to automatically 
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receive the infoi/mation of the shared device present 
in said network System. 

13. An information processing method according 



to claim 9, wher 



of a shared devi 



sin said transmission step is adapted, 



in response to the detection of a change in the status 



ce connected to the own apparatus, to 



transmit information on the status after said change, 
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14. An i 
to claim 9, 
at the log-on 
transmit the i 
connected to 



'formation processing method according 
wherein said transmission step is adapted, 
l|o said network system, to automatically 
nformation of the shared device 
tljie own apparatus . 



to claim 9, wh 
response to the 



15. An information processing method according 



rein said renewal step is adapted, in 
detection of log-off of another 
information processing apparatus from said network 
system, to invalidate the information of the shared 
device of saifl another information processing 
apparatus in iaid management means . 



1 6 . An i 
25 to claim 9, 
in informing 
connected to 



nformation processing method according 

said transmission step is adapted, 
information of the shared device 
tjhe own apparatus to another information 



wl- erein 



the 
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processing apparatus] to selectively execute a first 
method for transmission to a predetermined management 
apparatus on said network system or a second method 
for transmission to another information processing 
apparatus through said network system. 



17. A computer 



readable memory which stores a 



program to be executed by a computer of an information 



processing apparatus; 
provided with plural 
to which connected 
as to be usable fro 
network, the progra 
a management s 



for use in a network system 
information processing apparatus 
is a shared device so functioning 
m other apparatus through the 
m comprising: 

tep of managing the information of 
a shared device present in said network system by 
management means j 

a reception stjep of receiving the information of 
a shared device connected to another information 

s; 

step of transmitting the 
information of a shared device connected to the own 
apparatus to apparatus on said network system; and 

of renewing the information of the 
shared device in sjaid management means, based on the 
information received by said reception step. 



processing apparatu 
a transmission 



a renewal st< 



18. A compvrter readable memory according to 
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claim 17, wherein saic 
first reception contrcjl 
satisfying a 

information of the shared 
group . 



predetern lined 



reception means includes a 
step of designating a group 

condition and receiving the 
device included in said 



19. A computer readable memory according to 
claim 17, wherein said) reception step includes a 
second reception control step of detecting log-on of 
another information processing apparatus to said 
network system and receiving the information of the 
shared device of saiql another information processing 
apparatus . 



20 . A computed readable memory according to 
claim 17, wherein said reception step is adapted, at 
the log-on to said petwork system, to automatically 
receive the information of the shared device present 
in said network syfetem. 



21. A computer readable memory according to 
claim 17, wherein! said transmission step is adapted, 
in response to the detection of a change in the status 
of a shared deviae connected to the own apparatus, to 
transmit information on the status after said change. 



22. A computer readable memory according to 
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claim 17, wherein said transmission step is adapted, 
at the log-on to said network system, to automatically 
transmit the information of the shared device 
connected to the own apparatus . 

23 . A computer readable memory according to 
claim 17, wherein! said renewal step is adapted, in 
response to the detection of log-off of another 
information processing apparatus from said network 
system, to invalidate the information of the shared 
device of said another information processing 
apparatus in said management means . 

24. A computer readable memory according to 
claim 17, wherein said transmission step is adapted, 
in informing /the information of the shared device 
connected to/ the own apparatus to another information 
processing apparatus, to selectively execute a first 
method for transmission to a predetermined management 
apparatus on said network system or a second method 
for transmission to another information processing 
apparatus through said network system. 



